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SUMMER SLIDE by the NUMBERS 
1 MONTH 

Summer vacation means more than just fun in the sun. When students head out of 
the classroom and take a break from the books, they risk serious summer learning 

loss that can negatively impact long-term academic achievement.

Reading proficiency gained 
by students who read 
during the summer months

2-3 MONTHS 
Reading development lost by students 
who don’t read over summer vacation

Low-income 
students, who often 

are most likely to fall 
behind their peers. 

By high school, 2/3 of the reading 
achievement gap can be 
attributed to summer learning 
loss during the elementary years.

Over time, these lost months add up to 
years. By the end of 5th grade, students 
who don’t read during the summer fall nearly
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LACK ACCESS TO BOOKS, 

DIDYOU KNOW?
of students 

prefer 

PRINT 
BOOKS 

for summer 
reading, 

according to 
one study.

83% 

Also, the 
atmosphere of 
Uranus is 83% 
HYDROGEN!

Summer vacation creates a  

in reading achievement between students 
from low and middle-income families.

3 MONTH  GAP 

2 YEARS BEHIND those who do.

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL

MIDDLE

HIGH

read over summer vacation 
has the potential to STOP—

or even 
REVERSE—
summer slide.  

FORTUNATELY, 
RESEARCH POINTS TO A SOLUTION. 

4 to 6 BOOKS

Discover the Summer Reading 
Program from Booksource.
Visit www.booksource.com/summer-reading
or call 800.444.0435 and keep your students
reading and achieving—all year long!


