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2025 STEM ROAD SHOW - OCTOBER 23RD
70  STUDENTS   -  6  TECH  COMPANIES  -  2   BUSES  -  1   DAY

 Industry Spotlight - Manufacturing Careers
Mr. Robert Kufner - CEO/President 

Designatronics, Inc.

Mr. Robert Kufner, CEO/President of Designatronics, has been a advocate
for the growing manufacturing industry on Long Island for over 30 years.  
He truly understands the need for employee recruitment and training
programs to fill the needs in this emerging and growing Long Island
industry. Mr. Kufner has championed programs that have allowed college
interns and highs school students the opportunity to experience
manufacturing careers.  He also welcomes high school class tours of his
facilities to encourage career opportunities.  Mr. Kufner stated that as a
result of the tremendous investments in robotics, the need for trained
employees to help manufacture and supply these robotics parts will be a
challenge if we do not promote manufacturing careers starting in high
school.    
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The 2nd Annual Smithtown IAB STEM Roadshow gave 70 of
our Technology and Business students an incredible, hands-
on look at Long Island’s growing industries! Students toured
leading STEM companies across Nassau and Suffolk
Counties, learning about exciting career opportunities right
here at home.

A huge thank you to our amazing hosts — Robert Kufner
(Designatronics), Edward Sottile (Oerlikon), Keith
Moehringer (IVCI), Zachary Belous (Flexible IT), Suzanne
Mayo & Carineh Mendez (H2M Architects), and Laura
Galletta (SCCC Advanced Manufacturing Training
Center) — for opening your doors and inspiring our
future workforce.  

Special thanks as well to Terri Alessi-Miceli,
CEO/President of HIA-LI, for her continued partnership
and support in connecting education and industry. 

Thank you to Robert Kufner of Designatronics and
Edward Sottile of Oerlikon Metco for sponsoring this
STEM Roadshow for the 2  year.nd

Career awareness starts with experiences like these —
helping students explore paths in technology,
manufacturing, medical science, and AI, and discover
that Long Island has opportunities! 

IVCi video conferencing company is a global technology leader
for standardized, yet scalable, collaborative meeting spaces,
unified communications, video conferencing, cloud-based
services and industry leading back-end managed services.  

Over 40 Smithtown tech students had the pleasure of touring
the IVCi facilities hosted by  Keith Moehringer, Director of AV
Services and Michael Brussel, Shop Operations Supervisor.  The
presentation and demonstration, designed by both Keith  and
Mike,   allowed our students to experience an industry that most
do not realize exists. The students especially enjoy the robots
that served snacks to all of the students. In such a techno-visual
world we live in,  our students  experienced first hand some of
the latest audio visual technologies that is being designed for
office conference rooms, auditoriums, small to large
performance venues. 
 
As the tour concluded,  one of our Smithtown students spoke
directly with Keith expressing how she never knew businesses
like these existed and how this is exactly the career pathway she
wants to pursue.   Great Job!!

 Industry Spotlight -
Video Conferencing 

Communication Systems
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IAB MENTORSIAB MENTORS

The 31  Business Olympics tradition in Smithtown included 255 students in over 53 teams who have to present
their business and marketing proposals to a panel of judges in a preliminary competition and the finals all
being held on November 20 .   This year’s theme was an extremely creative one...students had to develop a
marketing plan for a DEFUNCT business in order bring in back to the current market. 

st

th

In order to provide our students with an enhanced and enriched educational experience, the Smithtown IAB
brought together over 20 industry members to work/mentor our teams in our annual Business Olympics
Mentor Session. Students participated in 3 sessions which include: Technology “Tech” Session, The Marketing
Session and finally the Mentoring session with our Smithtown IAB members.  Each session lasted for 20
minutes where all teams rotate through session.  

The feedback from our Smithtown IAB mentors was astounding!  They all were so impressed with the high level
of professionalism and their knowledge in business and marketing.  This is just another example of how
industry effectively with education through advisory boards .  

The Business Olympics competition took place on November 20  - preliminary rounds at HSE(8:30-12pm) and
finals, HSW (5-9pm).   The event brought together over 85 IAB Mentors and 53 student teams in a competition
that will be remembered!  The top 8 teams received awards and gift cards that was dontated by our IAB
members. 

th,

20 Smithtown IAB Mentors - 255 students/53 Teams
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OlympicsOlympicsBUSINE
SSBUSINESS Smithtown Central School District2025

31st Annual Business Olympics Competition Brings Businesses 

225 Students - 53 Teams - 1 Day!225 Students - 53 Teams - 1 Day!

SMITHTOWN HS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Over 90 Smithtown IAB JudgesOver 90 Smithtown IAB Judges

The future looks bright thanks to our SCSD business students! The Smithtown School of Business
recently hosted its premiere event, the 31st annual Business Olympics, at High School West.
Under the direction of CTE Director, Christine LoFrese, the students were tasked with creating
marketing campaigns, new products, eco-friendly businesses and imagining the 21st century
classroom. This year's Business Olympics theme was, "Back to the Future," as student teams had to
create a marketing campaign for a currently defunct company and reimagine it.
There were over 200 students who competed from Smithtown High School East and West.
Congratulations to this year’s winning team, “AIMS – Pontiac” comprised of Smithtown West
students, Maribella Maricano, Sidney Marks, Isabella Paliwoda and Ashlynn Renkowski. Please head
to our district facebook page for more pictures!

Special thank you to Mrs. LoFrese for leading this tremendous event! A round of applause, as well,
for the 90 judges between the preliminary and final round of competition, composed of members
of the Smithtown Industry Advisory Board, Central Administration, Building Administration and the
Board of Education. In addition, our IAB Partners were very generous and provided sponsorships so
prizes were provided to all the winning teams. As always, thank you to IAB Executive Director, Phil
Como, for his countless hours of work and dedication. This event showcases the authentic learning
experiences the School of Business provides to our students. A special thank you to Jason Pettis,
Assistant Principal of HSE and Lenore Paprocky, IAB Business Co-Chair for providing remarks during
the competition.
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IAB Sponsors & JudgesTHANK YOU
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IAB Sponsors & JudgesTHANK YOU

31 Years of Olympics Competitions
31 Years of Olympics Competitions
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1st Place - Team #34 - AIMS - Pontiac 
 Marciano, Maribella Maricano, Sidney Marks, Isabella Paliwoda & Ashlynn Renkowski - Smithtown West.  They

were also student choice winners for Best Commercial and student choice 1st place winner. 

2nd Place  - Team #47 - Overachievers - Rite Aid 
Brody Meier, Katerina Miller, Catherine Piccinninni, Quinn Wroobel- Smithtown West.  Student

choice 2nd place winner. 

3rd Place  - Team #17 - Team Miller -Redbox
  - Eleanor Hottenroth, Jack Nestor, Gavin Pajak - Smithtown East. Student choice 3rd place winner.

4th Place- Team #24 - MPH -Abraham & Straus
 Maddox Elbert,Piper Morganelli, Harley Sopko - Smithtown East

5th Place -Team #11 - CAS - Sports Authority 
Courtney Eck, Sadie Lapresti, Addison Lindstadt - Smithtown East

6th Place -  Team #41 - KFC - Bubble Waffle
Caroline Brophy, Katherine Dunn, Finley VanDeusen - Smithtown West 

7th Place - Team #39 - JIM Business - Delia's 
Jordyn Hamilton, Mia Mogavero, Isabella Russo - Smithtown West. 

Courtney May, Brooke Powell, Madison Powell, Karolina Rakowski, Isabella Singh - Smithtown West 

SMITHTOWN INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD

OlympicsBUSINESS 2025

SMITHTOWN HS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Honorable Mentions
TEAM # 01 - SA Auto - DeLorean Motors - Ascher, Adison Ascher(HSE) & Jake Sullivan(HSW)

TEAM # 27 - Team Smitty - Delia’s - Ryan Dart, Juliana Patti, Brendan Power, Michael Smith, Campbell 
Cracchiola -Smithtown East

TEAM #37 - GAAJN - Circuit City -  Gabrielle Arguelles, Ava Bishop, Jacqui Reisen, Nicole Sasbon
Angelina Donnarumma - Smithtown West

TEAM # 10 - Businesses -Sports Authority - Kylie Burke, Michaela Cuartas, Anna Worontzoff, Maggie Worontzoff, Sierra VanRiel - Smithtown East 
TEAM #12 - TNC - Josta - Trishna Desai, Neha Golia, Connie Zheng - Smithtown East 

TEAM #09 - BRAJ - Vertical Club - Riley Connelly, Ava Giordano, Brooke Hanson, Joanna Hurd - Smithtown East
TEAM # 38 - JAJ - HoJo’s American Road Stop - Cameron Anderson, Julia Mastrorocco, James Noble - Smithtown West 
TEAM # 13 - Deadline Dominators - Pan Am - Sean Cairns, Brendan Callahan, Mason Nasta,Paul Wicks - Smithtown East 
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2025 LONG ISLAND WORKFORCE SUMMIT
250  EDUCATORS / INDUSTRY  LEADERS / SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

Partnerships Working Together For ChangeEvent
!MAIN

Smithtown Central School District took center
stage on Nov. 4, as more than 250 educators
from over 45 school districts on Long Island
gathered for the LI Workforce Summit, an event
dedicated to showcasing rewarding career paths
in the skilled trades.
“It’s a great day to reflect on what we choose to
prioritize,” said Smithtown Central School
District Superintendent, Dr. Mark Secaur. “To
make students aware. To open their eyes to the
opportunities that are out there.”
Held in Hauppauge, the summit highlighted the
pipeline from “education-to-industry,” citing
hands-on professions as valuable, high-demand
alternatives to traditional college routes, while
connecting attendees with industry experts,
training programs and local employers.
State Senator Mario Mattera spoke of the
importance of the trades, while Smithtown IAB
Executive Phil Como exclaimed that many
students aren’t aware of the growing job
opportunities on Long Island.
“We have to get to know our students and keep
them on the island…so we can grow on the
island,” Como said.
Students from High School East and West
volunteered on their day off from school to help
at the event. The LI Workforce Summit is in
collaboration with the Smithtown IAB and The
HIA-LI, as well as SCSD Director of Career and
Education, Christine LoFrese.

Building a Stronger LI Workforce 
by Encouraging & Embracing 

Career Pathways for HS Graduation

A special thank you to The HIA-LI, Terri
Alessi-Miceli (HIA-LI President) for her
enthusiastic support for this initiative

and the entire HIA-LI Team for their
countless hours of work  helping to
make this ground breaking event a

success!
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Group 2:
Casual Encounter

Networking

Group 3:
Group 

Networking

NEW
Group 4:

BizProvisation
Business Situations

Critical Thinking
Skills

Speed Networking
CompetitiionPERFECT  PITCH2026
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The Competition
Structure

Group 1:
Formal Sit Down

Networking
Group A:

Formal Sit Down Networking

Group B:
Casual Encounter Networking

Group C:
Group Networking

January 15  2:30-5pm HSWth

IAB General Meeting & 
Perfect Pitch Competition

Jan. 15  2:30-5pm HSWth

-Review/Update Committee Work
-IAB Calendar Updates/Workforce Initiatives

-Financial Literacy Program
-Women’s Leadership Conference

-New Business

PERFECT  PITCHPERFECT  PITCH
WE NEED YOU!

PLEASE REGISTER!

Fall/Winter 2025 IAB UPDATE-9
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Critical Thinking
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Speed Networking
CompetitiionPERFECT  PITCH

The Competition
Structure

2026

SMITHTOWN HS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Group 1:
Formal Sit Down

Networking

Group A:
Formal Sit Down Networking

Group B:
Casual Encounter Networking

Group C:
Group Networking

January 15  2:30-5pm HSWth

IAB General Meeting & 
Perfect Pitch Competition

Jan. 15  2:30-5pm HSWth

-Review/Update Committee Work
-IAB Calendar Updates/Workforce Initiatives

-Financial Literacy Program
-Women’s Leadership Conference

-New Business

PERFECT  PITCHPERFECT  PITCH
REGISTRATION - CLICK HERE

WE NEED YOU!
PLEASE REGISTER!

Mr. Philip Como
Smithtown IAB Executive Director

Smithtown  Work Based Learning Coordinator 
 (631)382-2977 - HSW  (631) 382-5210 - HSE

 Lenore Paprocky - Synergy Wealth Strategies
Lisa Mitnick - BBBSLI

Smithtown IAB Co-Business Chairpersons

Madalyn Moeller - ClearVision Optical
IAB Strategic Marketing Partner

Mrs. Christine LoFrese
Smithtown CTE Director

January 15th - IAB General Mtg - HSW
Perfect Pitch- "Speed Networking"

Student Event

March 19th - "Women Leadership
Conference"

April 15th - Business Etiquette Dinner
MBA/PHD Honor Society Induction

Ceremony

May 21th - IAB General Mtg- “Senior
Recognition Ceremony”

September 26th - IAB General Mtg - HSW

October 23rd- STEM “Road Show” 

November 20th - Business Olympics
Finals - HSW

October 17th -Business Olympics
Mentoring Day

Fall/Winter 2025 IAB UPDATE-10

March 19, 2026 

April 15, 2026

January 15, 2026
HSW February 12th - Financial Literacy

Conference - HSE  

SPONSOR A  BUSINESS
 STUDENT

Members of the Board of Education

Matthew Gribbin, President
Kevin Craine, Vice President

Emily Cianci, Trustee
Dana Fritch, Trustee

Brandon Solomon, Trustee
Bernadette Ackerman, Trustee

Theresa Donohue, Trustee
Madelyn Donaghy, Ex-Officio Student Member

Alexa Lipp, Ex-Officio Student Member

Connecting Industry, Inspiring Education 
&

 Strengthening Community
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